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forth from the Pre ſence of the 
| Lord: hh 1050 Job with ſore Boiles, "from | 
the ſole of his Foot unto his Crown. : I 


8. ELSE os * HEN 5 Enemy of Mankind 
Was firſt permitted to temp! 
the Faith and Patience of Ho. 
= ly Job, his Eſtate and Family 
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WAS only were made liable to hi. 


Power, with an Expreſs CONE: noe to 
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"tough his Perfon. - e ; 
his I look upon to have been almoſt =: | 


france, for the Slaughter of his Children, for; 
aſmuch as the common Opinion of Mankind 
hath uſually eſteemed the ſurvival of am 
3 Mi free. to be the greate! Unhap 
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4+ derations as a wiſe Man, is a ſtrain above 
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I . Buttoreftrain and curb it, and not fuffer it 
to exceed its juſt Limits, to feel Sorrow as 2 


| five Vertue, which we call Patience. 
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tural, and the Exceſs of it eafily run into: 
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Man, and to aſſwage it from proper Confi- 


* : 
. 


Nature, and properly conſtitutes that paſ. 
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had thankfully received, and wiſely uſed as 
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Thus our Hero, being plundered of his E 


4: ſtate, and bereaved of his Children, reduced 
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from Aﬀuence to Beggery, and in danger 
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that his Name, in the preſent Generation Fa- 
„ h ove, ſhould in the next be clear put out, al. 


er ſnewing a juſt reſentment of theſe ſevere 
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' | / Diſpenſations, by rending his Cloathes, and | = 


other his. Country Tokens of Diſtreſs ; look 
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ing up to the Hand that ſmote him reſolves 


all into the good Pjeaſure of that Providence 


which was obout to reſume what it had hi- 
therto lent ; and dutifully refigns what he 


a Steward only, without arrogating to him- 
elt. the Right of a Proprictor. Jobr. 21. 
| Naked, ſays he, came I out of my Mother 
Womb, and neked "ſhalt I returm thither: The 

Lord gave, and the Lord hath takers away, Bleſ- 
ſed be the Name of the L © 
„The fuddain Fall of this great Man may 


10 ve to ſhew all human 
> Means 


| 1 1 how unable 
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it ſhall pleaſe God to withdraw yt 


of his Protection : That we cannot he ſecure 


_ againſt the Change, and Chances of ibir uortal 
Life, in any Acquiſition, of Power, or Riches + 

or Reputation, no not in keeping g, 

and taking hee d to the Thing that is right. with 
out the 2. urrence of Divine Providence, 
That God many times may afflict without. 
forſaking his Servants. And when it ſhall - 
ſcem good to him to call us forth, into the 
rough Paths of Suffering; if he ſhall pleaſe 
to winiſh and bring us low ; the Example of 


our Text will ach us, not to behave un- 
ſeemly, or charge God  footiſhly, but with Pa- 


tience and Meekneſs, and Reſignation, and 
Contentedneſs. take what He lays vpon us, 
| whoſe is the Kindom and the Power, and to 


Sn. "ah 4 Sermon ef ah eee in DS 
Mean are of themſelves to ſupport us, v hen 
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whom for that very Reaſon we ſhould give, 


even in fuch Circumitances, Glory. 


The firſt attempt of the Devil being thus | 


' baffled, and the Sinecrity of the Roly Man 


found to be eſtabliſhed upon more ſolid foun- 
daatians, then what, the Accuſer had ur ged 


to his own, as well as Joh, his Difatyeriapes 3 


be next infinuates that 7 1 was.. Manof o 


mean 2 Spirit. as tO beg gla ol Life ur many 
Terms; and ſo „ wag ttris Baſſion 


| 1 him above all other, that it was the on 
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_ worldly Goods, harder to be bereaved of his 
dren,” n of all when theſe were 
— 


F 2 Prat. inoculatin 3 
2 ; for fear of being ert off from the Ko 


„ the Living : Put forth. now, ſays he, a 

2 
be will curſe thee to thy Face. That is, afflict 
let ſome Painful, ſome ac- 
cute Diſtemper make his Life burdenſome, ; 
without any: hope of Recovery, and his Hy- 


Hand, and toach his Bone. and. bi bleſh, 


him in his Body. 


pocriſy will diſplay it ſelf, and you will 


find he will throw off all the Regard he pre 
| tends to have for Go?, and will openly ar- 


raign and blaſpheme his Providence. 


Upon this Infinuation, the Devil obtains ; 
Permiſſion a ſecond Time to try our _ ge | 
ain, 
and loſs of. Health would make upon him, 3 


Fortitude, what Impreſſion bodily 


whoſe Vertue under the loſſes he bad lately 
ſuſtained, ſtood ſtill fd and impregnable. 


Indeed his Malice was limited, and the 
| 1 Man's Life was to he ſecured, but that 
was more than Fob knew: So that the 4d. 
verſary had all the real Advantages "againſt 
him, that he could poſſibly Fs CRE 
| According to his uſual Way, after being 
once deteated, he returns to the aiſzult, with 
freſh Vigour and additional Strength. Temp 
tations like Waves break in upon us, one up- 
on the Neck of another, and commonly the 
laſt is the biggeſt and goes the fartheſt. 


was hard upon Job to be deprived of his 
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A ermon ageinft the dangerous aud 
Wi gone, ro be yet worſe handled, buried as it were 
alive, turned into Corruption before his Time, by 
the Infliction ot a ſore noiſome Diſtemper, which 
excluded him the Society of Mankind, and even 
then his Reputation, the only uninfected thing left, 
as inhumanly treated as his Body» And ſo we 
are come to the Words of our T x. So went Satan 
Forth from the Preſence of the Lord, and ſnote Job n ith 
ore Heils, from the ſo e of his Foot unto his Crown. 


The Silence of Scripture hath given Interpreters 

_ eccahon of gueſſing.at the Diſtemper, which the 
Devil here iu flicted upon Job: But among them all 

T appears not certainly what it was. I will there 
fore defire to give an Opinion, equally I think true, 
With any that hath yet been taken notice of: It is 

| this, that the Devil by ſome venomous | Infuſion into FR 
the Body of Job, might raiſe his Blood to ſuch a þ 
Ferment, as threw out a Confluence of infammator 
Puftu es all over him, from Head to Foot: That is, 
his Diſtemper mignt be what is now incident to 
moſt Men, and perhaps conveyed to bim by ſome 
Inch way as that of Inocu lation. 

I do not at preſent ſee what can be advanced to 
invalidate this Suppofition, which I look upon to 
be as tenable as any that is extant about this Mat- 
der; having this additional Ad vantage, that-rhe | 
{ Scene. of Action lies in thoſe Parts of the World, 5 
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whence this Prafice is ſed derived. =, 
Te Tempter's Aim was 1 | the ſame as before; to 
make his Patient fer go his Integrity, throw cff his be- 
pendance upon Almighty God, and renounce that Al- 
une which is juſtly duc to him, 28 Creator: and 
OO Governer of the World ; To peiſuade bim, that if an! 
& be was the wore for his conſtant Ohedicves f 
= | | | Fay 5 ©: 5 
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Feral Previce of Inoeu lation. 
= _ God, who made him fo ſevetre Returns for his (gichful if 
Sexvices » and 10 oy Coniequence comparing his paſt i 
Deſerts and preſent Treatment together, to infer, that 


KK Secondly, Who it is that has the Power of infli- 
Sing them. | 


in finding out the Cauſes why Diteaſes are ſent a- 
3a mongſt Mankind. | 


is ſo ignorant of as himſcif, nor ſo apt to be deceĩ- 


died upon rational Motives. I believe I may ven- 
ture to affirm, that the Religion of che greateſt 


do the County they happen to be n: Mal 
carry their Religious Profeiſion, as rhe Chu f 
not how to uſe in the Day of Battle. The Day of 
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God was a bard Mager, or that I neglected to ſuper- 
intend human Affairs; or rather to ask-Pharaob's Que- 
flion, Who is the Lord? and lo, lay in his Misfortune 
a Foundation for Infidelity. _ OS 

How in all theſe Defigns the Devil was diſap- 


pointed, it may be well worth our Pains to enquire: 
In order to do this, it is not at all improbable to 
| ſuppoſe that the Holy Man might duly contider 
theſe two Points, | —_— . 


Firę, For what Cauſes Diſeaſes are ſent amongſt 
Mankind. 2 5 8 


Let us then accompany him in the firſt Place, 
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I take them to be principally two: Either for 
the Trial of our Faith, or for the Puniſhment of 
Gs EE - 

There is nothing generally, ſpeaking, thata Man 


ved in: His Love and Averſion are chiefly com- 
Plexional, and not ſo often as they ſhou'd be groan- 


Part of Mankind is perfectly accidental, according 
to be born ins Men 
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Barrie, in a Religious Scuſe, is, when 
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any 
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38A Sermon agar the dengerons\gnd 
| © conSovertake us, which in the moſt ordinary way 
come upon us in aiverſe Diſeaſes and ſundiy kind: of, 
33 Death When God thus pleaſes to viſit a fircere. F | 

© Profeſſor, he marks him out for an Example for the || 
reſt of Mankind to imitate 3 He fets him like a 
lighted Beacon on a Hill, to alarm, Mat 5. 6 to 
let his Light ſo ſhine before Men, that they may fre bis W 
"good Works, and 8 rhiir Father whith is in Heuuen 
for him: Pefides, ſince the Heart, as the Scripture 
lays, is deceitfu! aboue dll Things ; it follows. that the 
beſf Men car not be {tre of themſelves until they 
have been proved; many Corruptions may remain 1 


* 
7 
3 . 


_ unpurged, many Vices may lie concealed in them, 
as well as many rewardable Virtues: adprackiſed Fx 
For theſe and the like Reaſons, the Apolile bids u 
James 135: count i: all Joj, when we fall iuto divers 4 
Temptations, as having ſo many Opportunities pur | 
into our Hands of mortifying: all eur evil and corrupt | 
lettiont, and daiiy proceding in all Viriue aud Godiz- | 
"neſs of living. To ice a good Man acting upon Prin- \ 
ciple under all Diſadvantages, to ſre him with J- 
ſeph eſteem a Jay! no Evil, in compatiſon of com- 
mitting a Sin againſt God; or with Daniel, account 
being devoured alive no Evil, in compariſon of 
living without God in the World for 30 Days; or. 
with Job, holding a dreadful Diſeaſe no Evil in | 
' compariſon of letting go his Integrity, are noble Trias 
and Inſtances of that ſaving, that juſtifying Faith, 
which worketh by Love, and are recorded to ſhow 
How greatly our Nature is capable of being exalted 
in this Life, although common Humanity reaches not 

ernndh, Diſcatesare ſent, if not for the Trial of 
af | 
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our Faith, for the Puniſhment of our Sins. _. 
Bad as the World is, 8 ſülkbs h 
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fifa Prafiice of Inocualatian, @ 
the Wickedneſs of Mankind fhould be ſo ſucce > 
as to meet with no more Rebuke than it would wile 
A lingly ſuffer. But Sin, as it is always the deſerying 
© \ ſo it is often the procuring Cauſe of Afflictions in 
unis Life, is appears from out 'Sayiour's Admont 
tion to the Mas. in St. Jobn, whom he had lately 
* hcaled ; Sis no more, { {ays be). leg? a worſe Thing come 
unto thee; And he had already been puntſhed with 
a2 bodily lifirmity 3 Years together. St. Pgul alfg . 
gives the profane Behaviour of his Corinthirus as & 
Reaſon why many of them were weak und fk, 8 
After theſe Patterns our Church adviſes thoſe w 
laypguiſn upon the Bed ot Sickneſs, zo exanzine thems — || 
| ſelves for what Cauis this Evil is come upon them; when {| 
ther (as before has been urged} it be to try their Pay. j 
tiene, and that their Faith maz be ſound in the Day of, 
ße Lord, laudable, ploritus and bonourable, to the en. 
ereaſe of Glory and endlsſs - Felicity : Or whather it be 
ſent 10 then tu correct and amend whatſoever doth offend 
- i #be Eyes of their Heavenly I at her. Far oft as the Scyipy 
dure aſſeris. GA doth not af {it willingly, nar prievy 
MW tbe Children, Lam. 3 33, Aten; that is, afflict Men - 
merely for the lake of corre King them, rior take Pleas 
f W fare in their Suffeaings 2s Iich 3 it will follow, that t 
„dne of our afbrementioned Reaſons, vis. either the This] 
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n KM af our Faith, or Puniſ ment $f our Sins, all his Viſitath, 
| | N 18 k „% a CER ; "7 a 72 „ 
ens are to be attributed. „ 
Some Sins it pleaſes God to ſtrike immediately in 3 

more remarkable Manner. as he did Herod, Ats 12 
ag» while others do naturally, and b degrees, advance 
to the Punifhinent they deſerve: Thus Habiitya) Qran: 
kenneſs and Adultery, will ruin Health, and impais Eſt» 


82 


o ss and inguee 4 Aiden peted ad Ages: the natural \Bi 
E onſeguence af a riotous youthful one. Thi; alfa gives 
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. . often bur ger uf Abbe 4 te prevent future , 
a 2 a Man, hw Nats 9 8 oſnen Sens kept Mr. 
| Tug, thro” fear of equence, even vv mation has yerven 16 
beter of His Duty. Hence ſome are made hen:ſt for fear of 4 Priſon ; others 
coatinue Chaſte i Tear of Infeltion 54 great mam) are juſt for fear of ling | 
her character; and. no dont ſeneral are Religious, more out of ſear of ge- 

tg 10 Well chan cy thing elſe. So that vve ſee the vvorſt of Evils have thei 
e Senſe, 4nd by proper Reftefion, vve may wal « Mer | of . 

evt Kitt. 

Send all Reb als E this fort be token avvay; vvere e 10 ſear os! N 

| wt in tb Life, nor gelte of an 19 zn the next; ſhould Iniguity and. 

ion be join tog Kerber, and Health be Hand mai to Vncleameſs; vve 

Leon je from prefenc Hi ſorders, hovv ms 2 btely they vyould encveaſe, 


Lee 25 be ed, 5 fo that ers god Reaſon ty bleſs and. 

2 God for the uvhole ſume Severities ordained for Offenders, 

ov in the World vvould be a much more. wnccmfort able Plact 1 
as than it iu preſent, And thit pings me 10 the ſecand Nen 
ich is, 
2 e is is that hath he Povver ol enfl3Fin g Diſeaſes upon ak 7 0 
. 7055 9 9h Jobꝰ Diſtemper to the es of the Bee ; bug. | 
: ſbev vs that Pouver to have been delegated ro him, and li- 

- * Ms ety God, who * bejug Omnigorent, the Povvers that be,” 
ee Narunat or. Political, mu ft all be derrvedtrom him. , true, be. 
bes communicated ſeve al Part: ＋ his Sovereignty to the Sons of Men, bat 
Nittthe Exerciſe of it v ultimately be refolved into his Per miſſion. "And ; 
3135-23 tue, that there ave fevers! Brancherof Avtharity, vvhich be hat re ſers 
ved to him felt, in diſplaying of vvbich, he acts up Prerbgative, and wvith=, | 
edt human Buervent ion. I chuſe 0 inſtance. id the Iufliction of Diſeaſes, 
which Twill attempt to prove are utterly unlawful to be infſicted. by any. 
whs profeſs the mlelves Chriſtians. Fidecd where the Doctrines of Sa lvati- 
on ere nt klfevrny and a legular Dependance upon Pfovidence is poſtponed 

ro che abſurd belief of 2 Fatality 5 there it is no wonder to fee Men gixs 
Ing dn and unreaſonable Pract. os: But in a Country where: better 
"Principles zre eſtabliſned, where God“, Government of the World is for the. 
wt Pare undiſpated, and flaviſh implicit Belief kappily ſuperſeded by rati- 
| pg Enquiries: in fuch a plice, methihks, Meg cannot eaſily de teconciled> | 
10 4 bor A Are erg their et Sal re 2s well 2s inſults han 9 ; 
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bn 1 * Fieses, dis — 
- Shat one was ever granted 0 inflict Diſeaſes, will Fink. babdly appear; 3 un 
. in ths Caſe oi Mofes Ex54. 9. 10. with his Servant Gehbaz? 18 

ley 8 * Gabe aw own medial 


” WW 5 Authority, is unlav/ ful: That 11 Difeaſes,” 25 beto 


1 Hie alone to whom our Fah muſt approvo it el, * dur Sins are rant. 
1 has. propeily che Power of infliting them. 


a 4 *Dperation, which uſurpe an Authority founded neither in the Laws of Na- 
deore or Religion, whichtends in this Cale to anticipate and banish Providence 
out of the World, and promotes the-encreaſe of Vice and/Immaralitys. © 2 


| 

| © 
1 = . "ig Conſiderations o 
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one. That is ts {zy, 4 man cannot lawfully do every, thug (bb ft 
in his power zo ds. Thus we abſtain from Act of ſnjujidce. and 
 Oppreſſion, altbo they may be gtinſul #0 qur ſel very out. of reger 


4 #0 morals, notwithſtanding - they lie within the Compaſs -of ww 


Abilitter. Thus the Apiftle adviſetb us, Not to let our S 


be evit ſpoken of, Rom. 1 4. 26. That" is, net 10 do 4 9 


vamable Aion, for the ſake' of any ſublegquem Benefit. Becauſe: 


Are ſent unto us ſor the Trial of our Faich, r the Puniſhmenr'ot our Kis; 


"Remembring then our Text, I I chall not ſcrupls do call that 4 Diaholical ; 


1 wit eafily be granted, therefore, has. fuch a Procedure, for want of « * L | 
re-mentzonod ᷑̃ N 


That a modern practice has a direct ar bo all this, K offer * ale | 
ider - 
„ 1. 4 Nataral or Phyſica! Power does not 115405 inf 17 n Marat 3 


Ade end, bewever good eee can never Jaftify in Law, | 
1 1 lenfify in Religion, ib | bad means that are | 

e | 0" come at it, But 0n.the contrary, the wſe of bad means e: 

s. | "fenedh, corrupt: the warailey of the intended God. f 11 „ 

„ e an Act ien goot, tir neceſſary that all its Parte, be 8 
£ MF ful, innocent, and good alſe ; whereas the Depravity Jew 2 one, | 


5s Wh. 4 ſufficient to denominate tbat n hole Aion, E „N . 
„ 9 farbids us to do Eval, ih Good ſhould come 712 it, 
2 WB Kom, 3. 8. „pon pain of Damnation, which abſolutely probibits 
» all ſu uſti fable Art and: Practices, be the Event vcuer fo bes 
er arial, «nd defirgble, fo that altbo we haue 4 power to give 
he. „ man 4 Diſeaſe, abr is, the ne know the way bow it may © 
A be dane; 4 bare fewer or Kron ledge, does not inſer ib 
70 morality. of o dring, eil that is: eſcertained Mat. ak 8 
4 


dear all Experiments of abet ſort. For. even unterta 
Late in moral or relighous Caſes, 147 4 At of atleaff 
A prudem. Reftrains upon Praftice; becauſe, as the Apoſtie {art, 


ent of our Text, ar. the but une ſellowing, - refuſes 20 pro- 
T.. 
ed the Aduice there given bim it he perhaps have agel! 
bun of his greſem Pain, and freed — L fue Afprebes-. 
N ut fi be Remy mould hour fp oy 

eaſe, ani what 2h: fookghh- £referiber wontl 
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Whatſoever is got of Faith, is '$in, Rem, 14. ut. The Part 
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1 e miſcarrlages in this new method, fire more tban have 


mch worſe muſt it needs prove, if God for our preſumpt ion, 4» 
benennen, Difiruſt of bis good Providence, ſhould ſuffer by 
| EI th gain Ground, and theje Phyticians ot no Value, theſe 
-FO 
Do Into Credit among us, Such I fear they my be accounted, 
£ 8 confrdemly tell ut what is im poſſble for them 30 'hnow ; 
_  HDamtly, chat pbey hd undergo their Experiment dre for ever there: 

by ſecured from am ſuture Danger and Inf ed ion. This is a bold 

Anmien indeed, and if ſuch Expchiment were lawful and conſiſfent 
with ihr Rules of Chriſtian praffice, I could wiſh 10 God it were 
_ "wid ſo ; Bm if neither of theſe be the Caſe, if the two Requi- 

Tn, prevention, ahi lawfulneſe br wanting, I believe E may ven- 

- | Jlere to affirm, that the moſt learned and judicious among the pro: 
FH Tos of PhyBck, will hever give into fo defirafiive 4 Scheme, 


bf Efe, bs, will be diftinguiſhed from thoſe of the Fackity, whi 


A, the Devi! amoite the Sons of God, leſt like the Diſeaſe giving 
 Praftitioner, the Harlat whom Solomon deſcribes, they enrice ut, 
bill a Dam firthe thro! eur Liveb, and wt h3fie 19beir Snare, not 
ku wing that jt ir for bur Life, Prov. 7. 23. Befides, I cannot 
#pprebend how it conduces to the Preſervation 'of Mankind, 10 force 
3 
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 Vittle, if any Inconvenienct, and as before bas been hinted, ts » 
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a 0%, ſerking whereof is one of 15d 
„ It, I know, pleaded in Defence 
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3 of tbe traffice I contend again, But I muſt profeſs my ſelf at 
' .  B:Loſs, vo 5 underſtanu, how that bas been, vr van be. pte 


vo ed berel y 3 For if by Good, be meant the Preferuation of Life, 


Sfx # the firſt Place 4 Lueſt ion, v bether Life be « Good, «r 


ot / But if it be, the Preſervation of it will be ſound as little 
bebo!den th this prafice, ns any otber Invention whatſoever, - The. 


append in the ordinary Way; And if this be our Caſe now, how 
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rgers of Lies, $9 13. 4. (as Job expreſſes it) to obtain and 


e the Time is cdmine, ibat theſe Venefici, theſe ſpreadery 


ſerve Honour, and not permitted to mingle with them, Job 2. 1. 


dangerons Diſtemper upon them, which poſſibly may never happen 
td them, and if it ſhould, may probably be attended with ver 


Sectrity againſt furure Contugion. - This is unegually to flake « 
abſtance againft's Sbalom, to make men run into' « real Dange! 
e they fhou'd happen to fall into an accidental one, and comri 
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butes ud more 10 be Preſertation- of niankind, ban it would 7 

wbund to the Honour ef 4 well provided City, to invite ite Enen 

un ſarrender now, for fear leſt ſomerime hente, they ond poſſi 
; He ſurpris'dand taten. If une now Thiruly, „ - 8 | 
3. Will weigh this mater n « religtous Ballance, it will ce 
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dale be fond wanting, and deceit{ylly, upon the Mai ber. Tl M 
won this matter to be unde by The fixth Commandwutent, as laſ®= 
Civious Thoughts are by the Sevemb.- For it ir always to be ſuj -E 
poſed, tbat Law which forbids d griat Evil; forhids alſo..every -* 
Thing that bas 4 Tepdeney tbereto For, which Reaſon, 1be very © 
next Chapter forbids all voluntary and cauſeleſs Munding, Mutt 
tation, & c. Exod. 21. Becauſe theſe Things 80 often farther 
than they are- deſigned, even to the tak ing -away of Life. 
When this happens, they are to, be conſidered, as no other 
than a Breach qt the Commandmeat .* And it is but reaſona - 
-hle to imagine, that when Ged forbad to take away Life? al 
| He forbad: alſo: the Commiſſion of any Violence; whereby - | 
on of Life might probably enſue, Tho? the Homicide be ca» 
ſual, yet if the Cauſe of ir be criminal, ſurfly it will be no 
| Excule for it, for it is obſerved, That although the Effe& | 
which follows ¶ if mortal] is beſide the Intention, yet the Cauſe 
'pf it being not ſo is ſufticent to make a Man gnilty before 
God, Men bejng jaſtly chargeable with thoſe Efe#s, which .: 
ate the natural Refults of thoſe inordinate Actions, fromm 
whence che Prece el OS 2 th 1 
lt is written, Deut. 6. 16. Thou alt not Tempt the Lord thy | 
God, . This was our Savour's Anſwer to tha Devil, when he 
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would have perſwaded him to the Commiſſion of a preſumptu· = 
ent: Action. There are Angels, ſays the Tempter, to take Care 
vt you, fo that you cannot poſſible come to any Harm, then i 
make the Experiment, and raſt thy ſeif dewn. Now there: is 
no great Difference between this of the Devil and 'Tempration - 
. which lies before us; be th intimate the Safety of the Practice 
 _ and bath pretend the Bleſſing of God. Our Lord's Reproof ol 
then will ſerve them both, No, ſays he we muſt not preſume mm 
upon God's Protection, to expoſe our ſelves to any unneceſſar 7 
Danſter or Difficulty, If Trials overtakes us, he to whom Ml 
we pray not to lead us into Temptation, 1 Cor. 10. 13. will 
make a Way for us to eſcape, that we may be able to bear 
| them, But if overtake them, it we ſeek for s Diſeaſe, and ſo i 
lead our ſelves into Temtation, we can have no rational De- 
_ ,pendance upon God's Bleſſing, It is with Difficulty we can 
ſanctify our Afflictions in the Courſe of Providence, in the MW 
- way of our Duty, and 'tis odds hut we miſcary under them, when 
we bring them upon our lee -* If God's Bleſſng be withdraws, 
, {jt muſt unvoidable he £3 ind ſich .Circumſiances wherein we baue 
0 Reaſon 19 ee His Bleſſing, are, I think, by no means 10 bel 
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28 make uſe of and * i, There 65.4 time, fays the, ame vvife Man, 
; Bare the 3% V. 1 . . * a Ax $71, Hands N v E 22098 Sreceſf: For, cou s- 
| Woes pray wars che Lord that bew1row!d profper that which” he 
gives for = een Af. Te Tame of Succeſs vpes thovght te be 
"hen the 8 57 for « bla ep bas, vie ovepteon, 35 that I 
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5 . Men frow Danger nuder , 4 — 
tiemper, al Almig biy Gad E rhe promid Waves of the Sea, Huber 3 
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 ander ſuch a Kind and watchjul Government, ſhould give us ſutia- 
die Ane f it, à reverential Regard-for, and frm and ſteady Depen. { 
Alanct upon it, Let me 45k the Apoſile's a Queſtion, 1 Cor. to. 222 
=. Do we provoke the Lord to Fealouſy f or are we ſtrong er than he? 0 
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| Shall we preſume to rival him in any Iuſtance of Providence, fn 

= fault with his Adminiftratron, take the Work out of bis Hands, and © 
manage for our ſelves? A dangerous Experiment this { and not ir 
die made with impunity, unleſs as we thus pretend to be wiſer, we 
prove onr ſel ves mightier then he, But let us not be deceived with © 

vein Expefgtions; be n bo perfectiy knows our Frame, know aba 

It finreſt far us to endure 3 He who kaows our Fertues, know: the pr 

2 gs time: o try them; and be who knows our Sing ama; the... 4 

rhe beſt manner how 10 puniſh us for it. Not bing it like: Sub, 
wien, which if it be voluntary will be geaciouſly:accepied and re, 
 \  Warded de 4 Virtue, if involuntary, it will be come our Sing ©. 
gndeven at laft-we muſt ſubmit. Let Atheiſt then, and the Scoſſei, 
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| The Heathen 4nd Uoheliever, diſclaim a-dependance upon Frovidence 
pute the Wiſdom of God's Government, and deny Obedience 10 bit 
| , Laws. Let hem Innoculate, and b lnnecutated, whoſe Hope is only in, 
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241d ſor ibis Life! hut let us, who are better inſtradted, look bighoy © 
Jiuer Security, and ſeek principally there for Succour, where we acknow- 
3 2 Omnipotence. Let us not ſinfully endeauour to alter the Courſe of 
cd — _Natureby any preſumptuous Interpe tion. Let us bleſs God for tbe 
Milo which He fends-upon us, and the Chafliſements where- | 
pen He Inzends to ty or amend us, beſceching him to grant us Fu- 
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